TEST-FLYING #4e

TH'EH'E wis fo fghting off ks swddien

nhlivicn hrought an by rarefled simos=
pluwre at the tremendous atticude, Alone
in the ting gursuit place, Trest Piloi Ed-

mumed T. All=n—the conquerar o unified
plmers—wns in the most erilbeal fam of his
cHredr.

Mo human could relnin monecioasmness
witheul speciz]l equipment 1o offses the

T2

rowr ol the alilmeter
auivered st tha 26 000-
food mark whan dark-
i blanied ihe throb of
the motor from the pl-
Iat’s cars, Allen’s right
hand, writing nolm==
datn of ik cxperimesinl
Might—ory o pad Songed
to & keee of his heavy
Ayleeg suls, became lmp
and dropped His ledt
hand, mismisaverisg the
cantrols fo drive the plape to Its nearly
gix-mile hoight, lensened and glipped
dowemmrd,

The pilot's bedy wavered ar the plees
begnn to huck and sway erazily, then dop-
pled farward, cousnpling aver the comirnl
alick nnd jasming i fecward, throwing
ik plane lmio & powes dive, Witk ghe wind
sorraming aver ik wires, the plane hoariled
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T4 FoTPULAR MECITANICS

It wis, howewinr, the
miast exciting sefloa of
segnmds in his twemiy
vonre of flying, Allen, like
all stesdy aviaters, hos no
lick of regarcd for lon-
evily. Thin make= hom
enredul almect alraid of
untred plones ond uns
dluhtedly i3 one of the
eonlribuling Fickora 4n his
having beei sl n
lest many of the large
planes built for trans-
norani, pomeercial sob-
stmsmphere or military
Wyriegt.

HE hindx wnere mi the
ennbrels disig tesd light=
of the Boving XB-L5
“Flying Fortross" the
warlds Inrgext miilary
plane the Sikomsky 5-8
ellpgeia thil Ssan o]
the loriy-ane-and-o-
nuartsr lon Hoeng clip-
E.lrl il Bm Siknrzky

FI55-1 “Flying Dread-
noaght” pride of the
United Sastes pavy, Amd
hn wag pommulting beet -
Int an Lhe Conmlxhbed
APB 2¥s1 puirol bomber
Built Tes e navi.

RAagently Allem bas bean
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ma e g wlh Alm of che dwvsticls



s 1. aH

MECHANICE

bugy wrih the new Bozing Stratoliner, tho
lirsd akrpilasse basill comumereinlly Loy enrrys
ing piomsengera @i high altiedes

Alln's Hying doays kegan during the
warld war when the Uniled States govern-
munl dispsicked Bim Lo Edglind o lears
sl Nylegg Tome thse British, Seee then he
has Nows through 1he Balr-ralsing boot-
el -kalmat days when feel of 1he gest on-
dernmth him k=h ke pleee of insbru-
mienls, bo thess Says ol alide-ale fving.

The iest pilets work, Allen tells vou,
begizes before the firsl dhvet is driven in the
new airplane, When the projecied plane ia
baring lnid n the drmlting bosrrd, A0l

b culled in foi adyiet. Ho stibfes ke des

wygn s=d offess supgestione as s mpking
thi mlace mom aecmembenl, usiful aml
practical. M walches ke msderial and
workmanship that go ledo ke plane sdver
it Jeaves |he engineers” drafting boards,
Bl with pruduciton problems m he fac-
toey s ihey &lfest cinstruction of the
plae arel asslsts in selecting ihe propes
ingtrumenls nesded far the type and in=
lended uee of tha nirplane,

Then, when the plee is pashed from
the honger Toe ils fosl Gigh, it i= hiz job b
Ay 15, Axed 1% ks hils ek that s io be hro-
krm if anything poes ashew.
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FOPULAR MECHANICS ADVERTISIRG SECTION

Test-Flying the Sky Giants

(Comilnsed frem pegs PAE

Allen does nok B the papular version al
Ik best palot who glisebe aboard sl shouls
to the mechanics ga pull oul the wihie]
blocks e b cun swoop aloft. He spends
diays, sovd sometimes weeks, an the pround

PRt Alam lMiar B Besing sipper male ils plesing
slag far a felkaa®

wilh the plare bedfore inking it alafl. Ens
ginem murt be funed o pecfection. Con-
rels mid b= adfuited 20 6 fne degres, In
the case of the XEB-13 bomber, Allen tnsxicd
it back and forth om Boemg Fickl ol Seal=
ila for days nfier mosl prelimiBary Wik
had besn done. He was et o ke boeried,
Py alier day he wheebsd the huege Bomb=
#r thu length cf ke Gebl, sometimes gids
ling up speed enoigh 1o 1ift dhe fwil wheel
Inbe the aly, enly 10 taxt back 1o the hangnr
for further adjustmenis. Fizally, when he
did inkr tha BExmbar alofl, ho hises oveey-
i wae righl, Ausd b was, The Imenense
plame lied with the cpse of e pmallest
plome. And the firet Bandmg was e il
mx if he Foad R 8 Enr yesca.

s great amousd of pracileal experience
wmd 1echnienl knowledge takes & cerinin
amount of pk ot of test hopping. He can
gizu o plase up asd koo whether to lahe
It ket or waolk awey from 1. This leiter
nltermative dossn’t bappen often,  Allen
merely ponis oud bz the masifaciurer thist
puch unil wocl ahould B chasgod,

Allen always wears o pamachube and he
Inxists that sny sssizipniz (fhess hupg
mudern planes require foer and fee men
nn sl bops] wosr pacsculus,

A fine eode of eifis pvad be observed
by the frec-lance best Ayer. A pllen like
Allen, testg for a balf doren builders.
nocussarily must have the confidence of
each. He kaz detalled IBformpibsi e e the
I een planned by eich menulfaciures
Im ihe highly compelitive milioey and

cosnmencial Bilde, This infoemation, Alles
ks, mius? be steved in individual com-
partmeiis,; so to speak in Bis mind so that
EHI- een’t accideninlhy raviml ko the Biao-

v g seerel new Ladl assemhbly
whl::h Sihorshy englpeers hove porfecied,
ar viee ver=a,

Cirgzee thn War Depnricnent had colled fos
Eedd Tor & new lype of plano and bwo of
Allen's empdoyers were oompeling. Bach
asked Allen to demonstraie his plane. The
test pilot wms in n quandary, Bug not §or
o, The solution was simple, Hi woudd
tisgl both planes The masdilaeiseime ware
agresable. Allen, when ihe tests goi un=
derwny, demomstrated boih plases 1o the
utzrecsd of hix whilisy and o the planss’
sElities, Beling cstremely curedul nol o

Miwleruis of (fe Sivcfshear Balag dprfed in Umiepes
wiy ol Wesklsgred wiad fwweal

subantadily oF eveluniaelly glve ooe or
the other an unesrned advantage,

Allen prodicts with conBdenes that the
doy in niear af hase] when the
hands will replace the haman haseds in fy-
ing over mogw than they have Loday,
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