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MILLIONS
IN PENNIES

JOU live in an automatic age.
Il_-,- l'rll['rrl]' :lrnppih: i hﬁh 1
the slot vou can buy recreation, in-
formation, foeod, even lodging, with-
out contact with a single clerk.
The machines that make this pos.
silile are legwon, developal (o & high
state of perfection in hall a centary
of experiments. They are produced
and serviced by a constantly grow-
ing industry employing several
hundred theoazand men
Dispensing with the services of
waleimen, cashiers amil sttendanis,
these winehines oller standard prod-
wets st low prices and are io he

found m all parts of the country.
Besides those owned individaally,
thousands are operated in “chaine”
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There are more than BI00 of these
chain operators in the United
States, and thovsands moare abrosd,

The granddaddy of all America’s
cain machines was marketed in 15
tor selb—chewing tobacea! The ens-
tomer dropped & dime in the shot,
p-Lh."mﬂ a lever down mnd cul g neat,
fresh “plug"” for himsell from a
slaby imansle the machme.

lJ"||-! niew, the marble-lhoard mee-
reation machines, or “pin games,
are the public favorites. Manufac-
tarers estimate that 10000 of them
are in eperation in America. In 1=
limaas, 11 w estimated thar 560000 (W
was spent in these machines in 1930,
the last vear for which figures are
;-Lat].qhh-. ln "i.'ul.lllg'\tun ., Ok iu.
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550 POPULAR MECHANICS

time-wasting conversation. The designer
bl this vender after his wife complained
thal an impertinent clerk had made her
maorning s shopping unpleasant,

Dne of the frst springless scales, the
Everctt, was imported from England in
1856, and its carmings séloundod evervone,
t In 15338, thie first United States patent on
n cown=operated scale was granted. L. W
Batdwin, acconnmant and inventor, wha
Iater became presilent of the Empire
Trust Co. of New York, founded one of
the exrly day scale-manvfacturing com-
[:.a.l'l.jt':.r Il.l:u.! this Gim al one Dyl earmned
greiler dividemls than Anmeands {-;_r]_lpr['.

O New Yorks Bowery, the famons

: “=treet of Forgotten Men,” an automatic
botel has been

openedl. The guest
enfers, selects a vy |
o shown by a
crgty om the lock 1o
be unaccupeed, de-
posits a guarier in
a slot on this samet
ek, and enters. In-
tide he hnds n cor,
migile up, hooks and -
hangers for his
cloathing, a chawr
mirrer, wath basin,
soap, lowelt and 'p-ti:__
vacy for the nights
Drink venders
[orm an irll;u’lr’lhu'l:':

the games atiraciesd
such interest that the
city cauncil had o
[shies @ i"lli'l"1.'l| o=
manee ti foree them
b lose at one a3, I,
s the townspeople
wiid ld pet somie sleep!

The factorics which turn out these de-
viees have heen werking averiime with
rxlira crews 1o l;l:'l";l |'.11|I|,',:|,1! -Hi-llrl'tfl"i ‘?‘,rl:ll
are pouring in. They exported 13628 ma-
chines worth 8546697 in 1931, and expect
exports this year to lap the millisn-dollar
mark in valae,

Beswles the pin games, (ool machines
will sell vou, Werally, everything irom
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s fo fuls, An avlomatic grocery has
been perfected, [t sells canned poods,
packaped focls and small parcels of things
wsgally sold in bulk. The housewife draps
the required <¢oin in the slot, pushes a
plonger and 3 panel slides doon, diselos.
ing the prodact she decires recting i a lin-
tle cubicle, She lifte this out and her shop-
ping for this particular article 12 Hinished, Tap, Apparsnes Ther Resds " Domps™ of Il"l*u-l. Cane

without an &nnovmg wait for a clerk or ter. ot of ihe Htr‘:nj:: E‘:;:u 3
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wnit in the coin machine army,
Oe that sells lguids that have a
tendency to stratifv, such as milk,
just has been patented, It has a
plunger which stirs up the liguil
=mixing, say, the milk and cream
thoroughly—=before pouring a
g'l-lh!nl'ul One called the Auto-
mixer, in wse in England, mixes
more than 300 different drinks!
The bayer deposits a cain, puihes
a plonger, and then dials the in-
gredients of his deink on a devies
similar in appearance and opera-
tion 1o the telephone-number dial.
A special glass-washing apparatus
is a part of this machine,
Must modern coin machines are
equipped with cheat-proof slots,
They cannot be operated with
matches, cardboard, toothpicks,
slugs or washere. Some, equipped
with & mechanical “braim,” will de-
liver the correct ehanpe withany purchsse,
Most of the machines selling informa-
tiom are of the fortune-telling type. An
exceplion is a device which asks questions
which you answer by pressing various re-
ply bottons. [t then checks your intelli-
gence and isswes a record of your score.



