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LIFE'S COVER

The U. S. Navy has just ordered
$50,000,000 worth of the dive
bomber shown on the cover,
the new Curtiss XSB2C-1. X
stands for ‘expecrimental,’” SB
for '‘scout bomber,’" 2C for sec-
ond scout bomber butle by Cur-
tiss, 1 for first model of this
bomber. Its speed is 100 m.p.h.
higher, range 6oo miles greater
and striking power far more
deadly than that of any dive
bomber in the world. It will be
stationed aboard aircrafc car-
riers like the Enrerprise (see pp.

58-60).
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WARSHIPS LIKE THE “ENTERPRISE™ MAY BE
THE DECISIVE FACTOR IN NAVAL COMBATS

'I']u- aireraflt carrier 15 a brand-new battle deviee. [t has never
been used] in any big naval engagement although planes from a
British carrier last November grievously wounded the Italian Fleet
Iving at anchor in Taranto.

But though it has little past to look back on, the aircraft car-
rier may have a historv-making future. Command of the air can be
the decisive factor in modern naval engagements. Fleels whose
planes can scout and harass the enemy will have an immediate
superiority over a fleet whose air strength is inconclusive,

The aireralt carrier is, in effect, a m*m.:uin_g landing field. The 1. 5.
Navy's Enlerprise is a 19,0 -ton 34-knot warship. Only destroy-
ers and some ]iglﬂ cruisers are faster., She carries 81 I:Eu.ru.-x. In
combat she would be stationed well behind the main line of battle

The “Enterprise,” which was commissioned in deck. She carries scout bombers, torpedo bomb-

j ; ; 1 ; biit her planes would be well aut in advanee, her fighters teyvin
1068, Hes ot anclor in Labaing Bowds, off e era, fighters, which take off and land either at the | . g 5 ying

; ; . ; 5 L T i first to knock out the enemy's planes and then her bombers and
Hawaiinn islond of Mo, her planes lined op on bow or the stern, always fving into the wiml,

t1r:|"p-|-|:|1| FIEIIH"H attacking. J..thl.lIl'i' armed and armored, the car-
rier relies for protection on her speed and a warship screen.

The 17, 8. now has six carriers with a dozen more building. Brit-
ain has eight effective. Japan probably has seven. The TU. 5. Navy
has the best carriers and air arm in the world. Its equipment will
be vastly improved when newer planes, like the Curtiss XSB2C-1
shown on the cover, come into use.

The present margin of U. 5. superiority 15 measured by its car-
riers’ ahility to get more plances into the air in less time than any
other fleet. The T, 3. led in introducing arrester landing devices
which stop planes quickly on deck, Other feets have similar devices
But they still lack the superlh “koow-how™ of U, 5 cartier crews,

In the ready room, pilots pet in<ructions. The complements than any other warships, Helow:
Futerprese carres a complemeal of 2072 men, Hee elegant wirndesom, Ship officers and Byring

Bhecmpse of mmultibwide of jols, carrers laove higger officers el in same roan bul ab sepacals taliles.

Navigater of the Enterpriae is Commander T. P. Jeter, here shown watching wind velo-
city dinl (fop) and wind direction disl (beflom). For best flyving conditions he must
keep the wind just off the how (male dial poinfer) and maintain & uniform airspeed.




0ff an a bom “ﬂl [Ihll:r.ﬂﬂ., a group of Dongln:s TR 1|'||-|'||'1'|‘n hombers hend off the Enferprise the greal Pear] Horbor Base which lies just the other sile of Diamond Head. Equipped with
toward Dinmond Hend, Hawaii. This is just fgractioe for o mack siback but, if the facls wern the Mavy's funous hombsight, (hese THBIV s are horisotlal— ol dive —loambers operaling of-

turned about, they might be enemy boanlsers Prom an alien airerafl carrier coming i to aliaek fickently from high altitudes, They bave vellow wings Loaid gquick location if foreed down ol sen.

The crew of the "Elﬂ.ﬂflli“" minchinists, fuclers, handlers, directors, ete.—huddles Logether elficieney, set new marks for speed in getbing plapes into e air or slowed away on boarl, The
before n big davs work like s foothall tesm and gets a Gght Lulk oo s deck officer. Rivalry carrier erews are good because Lhey hove Lo be good, Many ssamen consider work on carriers

AT the different carriers 18 constant and inlense, each -|-||J_Ir_'. ing bo outdo the ollwrs in the most sctive and exciting in the May ¥ S0 the currters have no trouble at sl el by mood neemn.




