GIANT BOMBERS
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dle from hangars at Mitchell Field,
I.rln::-: [=land, these 4|.'|_'.'-= s ]'u:.]-:.-l:-. métzhine
gunners and bombers learn to manipulate

Uncle Sam's latest birds of death, mon= ..

ster bombardment ships intended to pro=
Beet NMew York City's millions rom enemy

air attack,

'Irhi.rig,r af these ﬂ:,ri.nﬂ dra{h-machinn; ::

Bl0h Martin bombers, each capable of

cariving a ton of bombs, have hoen ﬂ.-r-'l.i:'l.r-'.
ered as a part of the new plan of the Gens -

eral Headguarters Air Foree to comvert
the former observation unit into the most
deadly bombardment group on American
soil. Capsble of & cruising zpeed of more
than 210 milez an hour, these long-range
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bombers are eonsidered ldeal for
defonse against any enemy ale at-
tack which might be launched
against GQotham, the iressure
homse of the United States

The defensive work of the bom-
bardment planes would be in the
formy of a fierce attack on the ens=
emy &ir bases, which probahly
would he the decks of airplane
carriers. Guided to thetr objective
by the radio of a naval vessel or
the buzzing antennas of scouting
planes, these hombers could carry
cnough TVH.T. to put out ol com-
missian any airplane carcier now
afloal,

Each of these E:'I-“""-'-'“ Can chrTy

Al phvales iy Hirrls and Ewing

Loading Bomb imio MWartin bomber, ond mochine
puEnaer denemyirating ity of Kie b

a i0n of destruction ranging From "LHW-
pound demolition bombs 1o 2,500-pound
high-explosive hombs, one of which wouwld
wreck & shipyard, [reight terminal or a
fair-sized city. In defensive action, per=
haps, some of the planes would carry
smoke bombs, to help our fleet screen its
defensive maneuvers. Other bombardment
planes would carry bombs heavy enough
to disable or destroy a battleship, and stll
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UPaying epgegs on Manhatten, Bae-
sitlzs the dashing voung pilois,
:|1'|;j|;'-:1'.||-' gunrners .'|II"| I:-':IIIIIJI:!I'.‘\.

who on skv-side, hundreds af
grodnd men must keep the planes
in the air and provide thi hombs
for them to deop. Drlvers nurse
their lumbering trucks onto the
field loaded with T.M.T., and
chemicals, Others bring in emply
gleel bomb ceses, Hundreds of
others load bhoembs in isolated
tents, far from hangars.

Some of the mon measyre the amount of
THN.T. which goes into the 100-pound de-
maolition bombs. Others work on the “hig
fellows," ranging from the 300-pounders
up to the 2500-pound giants. Still others
insert the chemical cartridges which give
smioke bomba their potency.

The “big Berthas" among the bombs
are fol intended Tor the destruclion of &
mobile enemy. In the fisst place, 8 miss
cosls loo much, And second, very feww
enkmy objectives deserve the dignity of
being blown entirely into oblivion, These
bombs are intended for objeetives similar
to New York City, railroad wards, dry
docks, ammunition factories and shipyards,
It is estimated that three of these 2,500-
pound bombs, one landing in the down-

Army bombardmend plens, gedeed for ik, and rows of
resered aerdal bomsbis (m starage

town financial district of New York City,
another in midtown and the third in the
uptown section, not only would put Man-=
hattan  Island out of commission, but
would destroy residential houses a con=
sirable distance away.

The development of Mitchell Field into
a bombardment base is in heeping with a
broad plan devised at the time the General
Headqguarters Air Force was created and
the voung officer, Maj. Gen. Frank M.
Andrews, was placed in command, At
Mitchell Field are the headquarters of the
Ninth bombardment group composed of
the First, Fifth and MNinety<Ninth bom-
bardment squadrons and the Eighth photo
gection. In addition to these, there are the
Ninety-Seventh obzervation squedron and
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Weiphing ragredients going Into oerisl
hamb. Relaw, the “rep zoch™ of a bamb-
F vpem and e dermealilinn bamby bee
pinmiag thedr carthuerd Right., Battom,
imegrrdine chermuical info zmofe FBorroh

others would carry 100-pound demolition bombas, Direct
hits from three of these would create such havoe on the
flving deck of any enemy carricr that it would be unfit as
a base for many days,

But it iz not with thelr bombs slone that these Hying
loriresses would prove invalusble defenders of America’s
createst iy, Taking off without a burdensome lead of
v a straightaway yving speed as

bormbes, these planes B
]Ii'i.l:I‘L aE any p]:-ln-e”\,' 1i|:-:-|:.: 1o atlempl ||‘!I_' Bombardment of
Mew York City, Spread lanwise over the ocean, their
chatiering machine guns could make a formidable ring of
death throwgl which an enemy would heve to fly before
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the Fourteenth photo section. Mitchell
Fleld bs a part of the Second wing of the
air force organization, The wing includes
the Second bombardment group and
Eighth pursuit groups at Langley Field,
Vo, and the First pursuit group at Self-
ridge Field, Mi. Clemens, Mich, Of the
olther two wings, the first 1s loeated in the
far west, the third in the south

Unlts of the wvarlous wings are coordi-
ruintis |::-_-,' i new Eyslom of ”fE_\'Irl.h‘ |1:|!;—
ship=" Each of these 15 equipped with -
dios powerful enough so thal Maj, Gen.
Andrews at Langley, for example, caf
maintain communication with Col, Walrer
H. Frank, commanding olftcer at Mitchell
Field, and either or both of these officors
can communicate with the commeanding
officer at Selfridge while all three are in
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Reor mochine gunner's cochpil in o bembardment plang and, oboes, Kifing ihe wings fo a

.500-pound “angel of desth," praparstory te leading it on bomber

the air directing thelr commands.

Thiz development has changed the type
of work done by commanding officers in
the alr force from that of the protected
officer sliting in a bombproof dugout to
that of a “Lord Nelson™ moving Into battle
with his brother officers and men aboard
the dreadnaughts of the sky., And al-
though the Bl0b Martin bombardment
plane is the largest, fastest and most for=

midable ship of s type now In serviee,
‘orders for a super-dreadnaught fighter
have been placed with the Boeing com-
pany. One of these ships was delifrad,
but it was destrayed. Additional anes will
be in service shortly, and it s understood
that a few will he cormemissioned to Mitehell
Field where they will help other bombers,
the new pursuit ships and scouting planes
protegt New York City,



