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By BERTON ELLIOT

THE real value of & palntbriesh B st n

the kird af Ferrule or the slze and shape
of the bandle but in the bristles. Of course,
a mueality brush will have & handls de-
signed 10 make the whole thing balance ta
a nicety and it will be shaped 1o fit the
haarsd n.--:hmrurl.nhl_-.-. Thae foerale will e
miade {0 pEaLre rLgl:l:.I:,r of the hapdle, bt
after all, the brlstles do the work,

Hog bristles imported from China are
eepecially sdapted for paintbrushes, as
thioy hawo apd pelhin & pofural elasticity

‘% npd EpFInEineeE ]llm-;m-wd |:'_',l no dher
“l- o —— kind of brtetlo, The Aag ends, Figs 1, 2

ft:""'-"- | CHEEL EDGE and 3 aee an espeelally valuable fealisre as
will be seen from Fig. 3, These Aag or
fagellated ends enable the brash to lald
thio palnt and spread it svenly in & thin
filen. Mixed bristles are nearly alwaya used
in LHI-,gl_l birialves, that b, some st and
same salter briatles aze uniformly distrih-
wlod B the apme brash, to give the re-
guired degres al elasticity for the slze and
kind of wark 11 1= 1o @o, In somes broshes,
ﬂl:l,:-,_ i h '||:|||r.' aend ghort hriatles are weed
in the same brush—a amall pescontags of
the shorter bristles with their flag ends
being useful to help prevent the paint
leaking down the handle when warkisg on
cellings or high surfaces.

For wall painting., inside ancd oulside, &
flat wall brush, Fig. 4. is wsed. The pro-
fesslonal painter wsunlly prefers a long-
hristle brush, Fig 4, for the reason that it
halds more paint, therefere requiring fews=
ar dips 1o the painl pos, aid chabling one
1o enver more square feel of surface per



day, A long-bristle brush will alsa Jast longer under steady,
eanlingeys service. For the amatou, however, a sharct-
belstle brugh, Fig, 10, is better, as cone st be axperienced
in order to use the long-bristle brush, The former, if made
of high gquality bristles propecly balanced, will do good
wark and cesiz considerably less. Wall brushes are mads

in various widths from 3 in to 5 in, the
muost popular hebng the 3% and d-1n, aizes,

For warnishing, enameling and lac-
quering, & Aot varnish brush i3 ardinarily
used. Most of the high-grade wnrnish
birushes are made with n chisel or topered
edge, being so shaped o permit easier
Arwing of the varnish, ernmel or lacquer,
Flai varnish brushes come in different
widtlss from 1 in 10 3 in,, the width wsed
depending upon the size and nature of
the zurface ta be finished. For wlndow
sash, spindles, serell wark, ete., the patisi-
or does a sach brudh—a small=slzo 1aa]
from 1 to 2 in. wide for working in close
places, and a wider ooe for larger irim
wors, Zash and tdm brushes ame made
with a leng handle, Another fype that
should be menticned here 13 the calei-
mite brush which ks usually abaut 7 or &
in. wide, wlih a sturdy handle, as shown
in Fig. 16, The important thing abous
calciming brushes is their care, They
chould be washed in clenn waler immee-
diptely after using, the bristles atreaights
ernd ouf, and the brish hung up by the
hardle to dry, The calcimine brush
should never be used in oil palnis, Care-
ful paintess always use a disting brush
for cleaning dust, cobweba and sood aff
the surface before painting, Dusting
brishes are made in the same peneral
way as the arclitsry paintbeush, bt wish
liner bristles and are available in both
st and round styles,

Having sclocted the proper size ned
type of palntbrush for vour work, lis

What a master painter looks for when
he picks out brushes for various jobs;
how he uses the brushes and how he

keeps them in good working condition
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calcimine brush the bristies are
izsunliy 5wl in the handle n twa
Inks pr seciions to form om
open cenfer as in Fig, 4. In
painthrushes of the wall {vpe

Lhe bristles are gencrally eo-
mented together and set in the
hardle in three sections aa n
the leaver illusitratiom. These
seclional views show this eqon-=
struction anly in a general woy,
R manufesiurers uso differesl
methads, Im & :"I--.:I'I—!.'_II'IIII:
brush, there an :i|n.'||:|- a

I Brialles wihich hove ot
become anchored in th iing
bt thess will soon work oul in
e, Hedore using o mew brush,
strike it smarily across the edge

P

cueality ie nol o easily determined, as it s
difflenlt to distinguish a good beash from a
panr ane hy sppeacance alope, Hero are
oo ol ihe prinvipal peinis the painter
dizsiving 0 kigh quality fool loaks for when
bigving o brush: First and foremast ia
whether the hrish has o biege perconlsge
al full-lempth bristles, The painter alss
wanis to know whether the brush iz 100
per cend ko bristles, sz some choaper
hrushes condain vepetable filer, horsehaic
ard ather substitutes which do ned have
the valuable fag ends. In some of the
cheaper brushes, also, the bristles hove nat
heen treated fo permancotly take out the
curl. A brush with bristles which tend to
curl s uscless, One practical test for qual-
ity In n new brush iz 1o bend the bristles
aver the back of the hand as in Fig. 5
Tosted i thin way & good bruch will show
cansilerable spring and clasticity. In the

LESS THAM HALF THE
LEMGTH OF BRISTLES

SLAR OFF EXCESS PAIMT
T PREVERT CRIFSIHG

of & boprd sveral fimes to throw out dict
particles, Then work cul any loose bris-
tles with the fsgers. Finally dip the brush
in turpentise aned wark 1 on e clonm aard
or phocn of paper,

Hoefore vou start palisling any swrface it
s of the wimast importance that the paknt
be tharoughly mixed, Fig, 7, and thinmsed
te an easy hrushing conslsteney. If the
palnt “deags” usder the beoch B ds Los
thick, In spplying paint of any kimd the
liruzh gheweld be dipped inta the liguid only
aboui one-third the length of the brisiles
as in Fig. 11, and the exeess paint slapped
off agmainst the pail as in Fig. 12. When
parcying the bruzh from the pail to the
work, keep the lopded brisiles Gown as in
Fip. 14. Thiz prevenis the paint running
into the bristles close to the ferrule, In
painting you kobd the brush sssily in much
the sume manner thot vou beld & pencil in
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drawing n line, Fig. B. Keep in mind tha
exeeas preasure an the brush will aceomes
,'Il.l'\-\..ll I'|||'.|'|!I!ﬂI far it ke thi endda of the hrks-
tles that spread the paint m farmly.
On slding, Fig. 17, uss as long
rII:H-:I.-II'. I'“"'E Lhes Bmash lghtly §
atp Bb e emd of cach sirake, Mover
pEs A j aly the brish inte comer=s. as Lhis
I| |l.|:-l\.5 ol I_| i I| 1
aulside hoiw=e
paanl abioaild bee birig
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wid of Uhe bristlos, Ti
ing r_|.'||_'|i|'|||'|r|:.'_ Lhe

= back anid fortn §
work it |||-'|rr||1|:!'|::,' inin the sarface
drow it cul mlo @ thin klm of uniform
thickness, Qnly this method of brushing
gives maximum surfice proféeciion ngainsl
OLILCHEF Eos e, Flat wnll padal, on e
athier harad, should have a mindmom of
hrisshing becouse vou have fo work faster
o mvoicd laps, The poinl i applied to &

MECHANICSH

CUT INTO CORMERS WITH | CARRY THE LOAGED BRUSH

THE ERUSE |H THS PERITEDY | WITH THE BRISTLES

small seetiva and “laid o™ by stroking
lightly withat ||I'i|||||l{ thie e |,.\,-||'|
linued bBrushing & ke |1. '|- larmg ihe ||||-
wid to the .-||.||"r.|-ll_l andd i i |‘|||l-: ¥ oapEls
DE Il |h.||. Ui than ||||-_| wrinl  inki r|:-'.||-_||
mrows which will leave brush marks. In
]II:I.":"I'.': aff, svaid a sieaight stroke. using
sl & swoeping, curved motion. ' When
RET] i Liw @it ifbo cochers, sel the loaded
briash inba the eorper os in Fig 1E then
denw Ll paknd @weay with o light, guick
hlll.ll\.' A& somewlal similar moetbes] B
pigpld when "cuttiong™ of tracing sash a5 in
Fig. 15, Stll another mothed of brohin 1
ghoigle b wped in applying varnish, enam-
ol, or laeguer. Theso materials are lowed
g with n fell he 1, the flewing simke
mmnele fral vtk the grain of the woad, The
warni=h will level 1o o fairly smooth finish
of its awn socord: 1t sheaild théan be streked
Lighily acruss the grain, and, as o lmnsl
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taeh, with the graim, using an “cmpty
brush, Figa, 18 amd 19,

It pave to get a good brush and keep it
in peod condition, Brushes should he
cleaned in the proper salvenl liguid im-
medintely after using, Thoss that have
been used in paint may e oleaned with
paeoline, naphtha, forpentine or lseneine—
gazodine being cheaper, and fully satisfas-
tory. Bruches that have boen aoed in wae-

ACRAOES THE GRALN

nish or enamel should ke cleaned with
turpentine or benzine only, never with
gosoline or maphtha, ao these solvests
casd the varnish gums 40 “curdle” or farm
inbo small salid particles which will come
aut an the sedace when doing dhe nest
job. Shollae brushes #sre always

with wood aleshol—lacquer brushes with
laequer thinner. Clesn thoroughly by sub=
merging the brash and working the cleans
ing liquid well up into the bristles with
the ngers, Fig. 20, Shake the brush vigs
orowsly 1o throw oot the dirfy cleaning
liguid and wndissolved particles of paint,
then wash apain in cleon solvent. Btraight-
en the bristbes with a wire brush #s in Fig.
N and follow by a thorough washing in
soap and water as in Fig. 22 While mamy
master painters do not recommend clean-
ing brushes in water, it will belp to get the
bruszh thoroughly clean and is =afe =o bong
a5 the bristles do not become water soaked
and swelled, When cleansd in this way,
the brush should be dried corefully, the
bristles straighfened and then wrapped ia
paper. Brushes shauld wiver be stoad on
end, as this temds o ciirl the bisles and
desitoy the working shape,  Abways lay
them fat or suspend thesm by the handles
in a coversd container kn which ls enough
linseed il aid salvent to cover the hrka-
tles. 1f the brushes are unused for some
time dem’t forget (o replace the liguid lost
by evaporation. Youw'll find it's good econ-
ey to loeep severn] brushes on hand and
izt girparate ones for painting, wacnishing,
lsequering and enameling, IE, for example,
vl ugs & varnish brush for- paint it will
b impassible to clean it wlisfactarily for
usn in varnish apein, OF courae, & palnt=
hrsh ks useless for spplving vamish, no
matter how carefully it i cleaned.



